q^kpr^und of the Inventbn 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to devices for di^kyii^ pictures and other articles and more 
particularly, to a device which is capable of selectively containing or displaying an article. The article 
coitfainer and dis^jky device of tiie prraent invention includes a case/stand havktg first and second 
case units for removably engaging each oibet and containing or supporting a display frame which 
holds the article. The case/stand defines a contains configuration when the display fiame is 
contained in Has case units and the case units are removabfy attached to each other. AItematively» 
the case/stand defines a di^lay stand configuration v^*en liie case units are placed in adjacent, semi- 
fecBig relationship to each other and the drsplsy fiame is supported by the case units. A latch 
mechanism may be provided on one or both of the case units for removably engaging the other case 
unit. 

A ymsty of devices are known in the art for contmnii^ or displaying articles. Patents of 
interest in this regard inchide U.S. pat. nos. 639,054; 2,113,245; 2,564,244; 2,790,542; 2,868,364; 
3,003,623; 3,877,572; 4,199,059; 4,216,858; 4,261,461; 4,310,091; 4,323,153; 4,687,103; 
4,801,016; and 4,995,508. 

An object of the present invention is to provide an article contains and display device which 
is capable of ^lectiveiy containing or displaying an article. 

Anotiier olgect of the present invention is to provide an artfcle container which may be 
constructed of any of a variety of materials. 

Still miother obj«;t of the preset invention is to provide an article container which may be 
constructed in any size for containing or dispkying m article. 


Yet another object of the present invention is to jH-ovide an article container and display 
device including a pair of case units which are capable of defining a container configuration for 
containing an article or defining a display stand configuration for supporting the article in a display 
configuration. 
Smmnary of the Inv^ntbn 

Ttese and otter objects of tte invention are provided in a device which is capable of 
setectively containing or displaying an ^icle. The article container and di^lay device of tte preset 
invention may include a case/staiKi having first and second case units for removable attachment to 
each other and containing a display fi'ame which holds the article. The case/ stand defines a container 
configuration when the display firame is contamed in tibe case units and the first case unit removably 
engages the second case unit. Alternatively, the case/stand defines adisplay stand configuration when 
the first case unit and the second case untt are placed in adjacent, semi-^cing rektionship to each 
other and the display fi:ame is supported by the case units. A latch meclmnism may be provided on 
ow or both of the case units for removabfy engaging the other case unit. 
Brief Description of the Drawings 

Tte present invention will better be understood, by way of exm^k, with refereiK^e to the 
accon:9)anying drawings, wherein: 

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of an illustrative embodiment of the device of the present 
invention, with the device disposed in an article*containing configuration; 

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the device illustrated in FIGURE 1 , with one of the case 
units removed firom the other case unit to expose an article and article display fi-ame contained inside 
the device; 


FIGURE 3 is a per^ctive view of one of the case units of tbe device, illustrating typical 
placement of the display frame element into the case unit of device and removal of the di^lay 
ftame from the case umt; 

FIGURE 4 is a perspective view, partial^ in section, of a case unit of the device, more 
particularly iOustrating interior components of tte case unit; 

FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the device, with ibt device disposed in a stand or display 
configuration for supporting the articfe-containing display frame; 

FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of an illustrative di^lay frame element of tbe device of the 
present invention; 

FIGURE 7 is a sectional view, taken along section lines 7-7 in FIGURE 6, of the artrcle- 

cottfaining display frame; 

FIGURE 8 is a sectional view, taken along section lines 8-8 in FIGURE 1, of an illustrative 
embodiment of the article container and display frame of the present invention, with the case units 
of tiie device removably attached to each other to define the articte-containii]® configur^n; and 

FIGURE 9 is a sectfonal view, taken along section lines 8-8 in FIGURE 1, with the latch 
element of each case unit disengaging the opposite case unit for separation of the case units fiwmeach 
other. 

Description of the Embodiments 

As used hraein, the term, "case unit" refers to ai^ enctosure, box, case, or container of any 
shape or material which is c^ble of at least partially containii^ an object The term, "display &aiae" 
refers to any enctosure, box, container, fiame, stiucture, moW or siq^rt of ai^ diape, deagn and 
material c^>able of holding and displaying an article. The term, "attachment mechanism" refers to 


hooks, sn^ loop-pile festeners, magnets, latches, adhesives, or ai^ other agent capable of 
removably attaching a first element to a second element The term, "latch mechanism" refers to 
hooks, sn^s, loop-pile festeners, magnets, adhesives, or any other agent c^ble of removably 
attaching a first case unit to a second case unit. 

Referring to the drawii^, Ae artk;le container and display devfce, hereinafter referred to as 
the device, of the present invention is generalfy indicated by reference numeral 1. The device 1 
includes a case/stand 2 having aiecravii^ case unit 3 and a similar, enctosing case unit 10 which are 
capeiAs of removable att^hment to each other to setectively define a container configuration of tiie 
case/stand 2 as illustrated in FIGURE 1, in which container configuration the case/stand 2 is enable 
of containing a display frame 25 hoMing an article 30, as iHustrated in FIGURE 2. Alternatively, the 
receiving case unit 3 and enclosii^ case unit 10 are cai^ble of being detached firom each other and 
positioned in adjacent, semi-feeing relation^ to eachother for su^Jorting the display fiame 25 and 
di^laying the article 30 thereon, as ittustrated in FIGURE 5 . As particularly illustrated in FIGURES 
3-5, the receiving case unit 3 and the ojclosing case unit 10 each includes a pair of typically triangular 
outer panels 4, joined by a bottom panel 19 along one leg of the triangular outer panels 4. An 
elongated latch 1 1 is slidably mounted along the other leg of the outer panels 4. As particularfy 
ilhistrated inFIGURE 8, one end of the latch 1 1 typically inchides atapered flange 12 vMch extends 
in spaced-apart, parallel relationship to a latch tongue 13. A beveled latch btock 17 is provided in 
the s?)ace between the t^)ered flange 12 and the latdi tongue 13, and spans the outer panels 4 in fixed 
rektion^p thereto. At the oppositeendoftfaelatchll,anouter attachment flange 14 and a parallel, 
inner att^shment flange 15 define an intCTvening slide gap 16. The slide gap 16 slidably receives a 
stationary bottom panel attachment flmjge 20 that extends perpendicular^ fi-om one end of the 


bottompanellP. The opposite end ofthe bottom panel 19 includes a bevefedktchs which 
defines a latch space 1 8, as particularly illustrated in FIGURE 9, and abuts against the con^lementary 
beveled surfece of the latch blodk 17. According^, each latch 1 1 is c^le of sliding between tiie 
latchingpositionilhistratedinFIGURE 8, in which the latch space ISofeachcaseunitS, lOreceives 
the ktch toi^ 13 of the other case unit 3, 10, typicalfy in a fiiction-fit, and the slide g^ 16 is 
defined between the latch 1 1 and the bottom panel attachment flange 20 of the corresponding case 
unit 3, 10; and the unlatching position ilhisttated in FIGURE 9, in isiiich the latch toi^ 13 of each 
case unit 3, 10 slidal^ disengages the latch space 1 8 of the opposite case unit 3, 10; the slide g^ 1 6 
is ctosed by the bottom panel attachment flange 20 and the latch 1 1 ; and a latch block space 23 is 
defined between the latch 1 1 and the latch block 17. Inthe foregomg manner, the receiving case unit 
3 is r^vabfy attached to the enctosing case unit 10 to define the container configuration of the 
case/stand 2 ilhistrated in FIGURE 1 by typically fiiction-fitting each latch tongue 13 in the latch 
space 1 8 of the opposHe case unit 3, 10, as illustrated in FIGURE 8, and the receiving case unit 3 is 
detached from the enclosing space unit 10 by sliding each latch 11 to the unlatching position 
illustrated inFIGURE 9. When the case/^and 2 is disposed in the container configuration illustrated 
in FIGURE 1 , a match line 3 3 is defined between the recewing case unit 3 and the enctosing case unit 
10. 

As fiirther ilhistrated in FIGURES 3-5, the receiving case unit 3 and the enclosing case unit 
1 0 each fiirther inchides a pair of typical^ triangular inner paneb 5 v«^ch are di^sed in spaced- 
^)art relation^p to the respective outer panels 4 to define respective parallel fiame support channels 
6. As illustrated m FIGURE 4, a case unit interior 7 is defined by the inner panels 5 (onfy one of 
which is ilhistrated m FIGURE 4), the latch 1 1 and the bottom panel 19. In one embodiment of the 


invention, a pair of elongated, registerii^ pin channels 8 extends through tilie respective inner panels 
5, in communication wfth the case unit interior 7 for purposes which will be hereinafter described 

As iBustrated in FIGURES 6 and 7, the device 1 further includes a display fiame 25 which 
may be rectangular, as illustrated, or circular, triaj^ular, octagonal or any other desired shape. The 
dispky frame 25 typfcaify includes a rear paiKjl 3^ andafrontpanel36 whicharejoinedby apairof 
side panels 35, a bottom panel (not illustrated) and a top panel 37. A display opening 32 is provided 
in the front panel 3 6 , and an insertion stot 3 8 may be iiK^ luded in the top panel 3 7 to fecilitate inserting 
an article 30, such as a ptotograph, in the display &axm 25 for display of the article 30 through the 
display opening 32. The display frame 25 may include a transparent, glass or plastic cover (not 
illustrated) for covering the display opening 32, or the display opening may be uncovered. As 
illustrated in FIGURE 7, in one embodiment of the invention, a first pair of spaced-apart stabilizing 
pins 26 extends through the rear pai^l 3 1 and the front panel 36 on one side of the display opening 
32 for traversing the opposing frame support chamois 6 of the receiving case unit 3, and a second 
pair of spaced-apart stabSfedng pins 29 in like manner extends through the rear pai^l 3 1 and tte front 
panel 36 on the other side of the display opening 32 for traversing the opposing frame support 
chamiels 6 ofthe enclosing case unit 10, as hereinafta described- Anattachmentnotch27 is provided 
in both of tiie lower comers of the display frame 25, or in both the lower comers and in the upper 
comers of the display frame 25, as iUustrated. Each attachment notch 27 is defiled between a pair 
of adjacent attachment franges 28, the purpo^ of which will be h^hiafrer described. 

Referring next to FIGURE 5 of the drawings, in typical ^plication the device 1 may be used 
as a display device for the article 30 contained m^^dc the display frame 25. Accordingly, the 
case/stand 2 is set up to define the display configuration by initially positioning the receiving case unit 


3 andihe eocbsing case imit 10 inadjac^t, semi-^cing rektionshq) to each other, as ilhistrated, with 
the bottom panel 19 of each case unit 2, 10 resting on a supporting surface (not illustrated)* Next^ 
ti^ dii^lay frame 25 is removably mounted on the receiving case unit 3 and the enclosing case unit 
10 by inserting the adjacent outer panels 4 of the respective case units 3, 10 in the respective 
attachment notches 27 at tli^ bottom comers of the display fian^ 25, with an attachment flange 28 
at each bottom comer of the display frame 25 typically friction-fitted in a frame support chmuiel 6 of 
the correspoirfing case unit 3, 10- Accordingly, the article 30 is positioned for display through the 
display openir^ 32, in an upward-standing poskion in the display frame 25. It will be appreciated by 
those skilled in the art that the display frame 25 may be supported in a straight vertical configuration 
on the receiving case unit 3 and the enclosing case imit 10, as illustrated, or tilted at any ai^le 
th^eon^ as desired 

Referring next to FIGURES 1-3, 8 and 9 of the drawings, the case/stand 2 may be 
disassembled from the display configuration of FIGURE 5 to define the container configuration of 
FIGURE 1 in order to j^ilitate storing or carrying the display frame 25 inside the case/staiMl 2, 
Accordingly, the display frame 25 is removed from the display position of FIGURE 5 and initially 
inserted in the case unit interior 7 of the receiving case unit 3, as illustmted in FIGURE 3. This is 
acconq>lished typically by slidably inserting the first pair of stabilizing pins 26 in the respective pin 
channels S of the receiving case unit 3 as the di^Iay fimne 25 is inserted into the case unit interior 
7. As illustrated in FIGURE 2, the enclosing case unit 1 0, inverted with respect to the receiving case 
unit 3, is next lowered over the exposed display frani^ 25 in such a manner that the second pair of 
stabilizing pins 29 of the display frame 25 is typica% slidabt)^ inserted in the pin channels 8 of the 
enclosing case unit 10, as illustrated in FIGURE 9, as the case unit interior 7 of the enclosing case 


unit 10 receives the reimi^ Finalfy, the latches 11 

of the respective case units 3, 10 are sfided from the unlatching position of FIGURE 9 to the latching 
position of FIGURE 8» as heretofore described, to removably attwhthe enclosing case unit 10 to the 
receiving case unit 3. The display frame 25 can subsequently be removed from the case/stand 2 for 
display of the article 30 in the mam^ teretofore described with respect to FIGURE 5, as desired, 
by detaching the eiKbsmg case imit 10 from the receiving case unit 3 from 
the latdm^ configuration of FIGURE 8 to the unlatching configuration of FIGURE % separatir^ the 
enctosing case unit 10 from the receiving case imit 3, and removing tfie display frame 25 from the 
case unit interior 7 of the receiving case unit 3. 

Because the receiving cdse unit 3 and the eiK^losiog case uni^ 1 0 may be substantia^ klentical 
in construction, it is understood that the functions of the receiving case unit 3 and the enclosing case 
unit 10 in the method of placing the display frame 25 inside the case/stacKl 2, as heretofore described, 
may be reversed. Accordingly, the enctosirg case unit 10 may initially receive the display frame 25 
in the manner baretofore described wifli respect to the receiving case unit 3 in FIGURE 2, in which 
case the receiving case unit 3 would then be attached to the enclosing case unit 10 ia the manner 
heretofore described with respect to the eaclosing case unit 10 in FIGURE 2. It is fiirfl^r uiKierstood 
that the receiving case unit 3 , the enclo sing case unit 1 0 and the display frame 25 may be constructed 
of wood, plastic, n^ or any other suitable material. Instead of or in addition to the ii^ertion stot 
38, the display frame 25 may be constracted with the front panel 36 Mngedly attached to tiie re^ 
panel 3 1 to fecilitate placement of the articte 30 into the display frame 25 and r&a^oval of the articte 
30 from the di^lay frame 25, as desked. It is ftirtter understood that the display frame 25 may be 
adapted to hold any of a variety of articles 30, including a flat-screen computer monitor, in non- 


exclusive particular. 

Referring again to FIGURES 8 and 9, it is understood that a spring (not illustrated) xnsy be 
iitferposed between the bottom panel attm^hment flange 20 and the latch 1 1 inside tite slide gap 16 
to normally bias the latch 1 1 in the latching configuration of FIGURE 8, In that case, the springs 
would be compressed between die bottom p^l attacfan^nt j9a%e 20 and the latch 11 upon 
detaching the receiving case unit 3 fromtibe encbsk^ case unit 10» as illustrated in FIGURE 9, and 
would automatically return the latches 1 1 to the latching position of FIGURE 8 upon refease. 

It is understood that any type of &st^)er or latch mechanism known in ^ art, including 
hooks, snaps, loop-pile festeners, magnets, or adhesives, in non-exclusive particular, may be used in 
addition to or instead of the latches 1 1 to removabfy attach the r^^eiving case unit 3 to the enclosii^ 
ca^ unit 10. Furthermore, it is understood that the case units 3, 10 are not limited to a triangular 
s^iape, as het^ofbre described and iUustrated in the drawiiigs, but may be circular, square, oct^onai 
or any other desired shape to form a case/stand 2 having a container sfa^e which is the shape of the 
combined case umts. It is fiirtherui^stood that axQ^ type of attachment mecha^ 
art, including hooks, snaps, loop-pile listeners, magnets, latches or adhesives, in non*e?(£lusive 
particular, may be used in additm to or instead of the attachment flanges 28 and attachment notches 
27 to renK)vably ^tach the display frame 25 to the case units 3, 10. 

While the preferred embodiments of the invention have been described, it will be recognized 
and understood that various modifications can be made in the invention aiKi the appended clsdms are 
intended to cover all such modifications which may M within the spirit and scope of the invention* 

Having described my inv^on with tte partfcularity set forth above, I claim: 


